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Canada: Read It Here!
International readers already explore 
Canada through our fiction and poetry. 
Project Bookmark Canada gives visitors from 
around the block or across the world a map to 
our literary landscape.

Project Bookmark Canada launched in 
April 2009 with a Bookmark for Michael 
Ondaatje’s In the Skin of a Lion at the Bloor 
Street Viaduct in Toronto. Since then, our 
organization has marked stories and poems 
from Vancouver, British Columbia, to Woody 
Point, Newfoundland. With more than 20 
Bookmarks across the country and dozens 
more in development, we are on our way to 
marking hundreds of places where Canada’s 
real and imagined landscapes meet.

Through our installations, combined with 
outreach and engagement, Project Bookmark 
Canada develops and supports literacy 
and literary tourism, bringing readers to 
our Bookmarked books, and visitors to our 
Bookmarked spaces, while building Canada’s 
Literary Trail. 

Lucky Canada.  
Why can’t we do the 
same thing in the UK?

The Guardian

Put Yourself in  
the Story: Trail 
Blazers Wanted

Join us. You can build a Canadian legacy  
with a donation to Project Bookmark Canada.  
Tax deductable donations may be made to a 
specific Bookmark, or to help build the entire 
trail from coast to coast to coast!

To make a donation or suggestion, and to  
find out more about Project Bookmark Canada,  
visit us at

ProjectBookmarkCanada.ca 
@BookmarkCanada 

and in person 
Project Bookmark Canada 
300-192 Spadina Avenue  
Toronto, ON  M5T 2C2
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Canada is a nation of stories and storytellers —  
from St. John’s harbour to the islands of 
Haida Gwaii, from our populous southern 
border to the land above the treeline. Project 
Bookmark Canada exists to mark our stories 
in our spaces, by placing fiction and poetry in 
the exact Canadian locations where literary 
scenes are set. 

What do you see when you visit a Bookmark? 
Up to 500 words from a story or poem on 
a poster-sized plaque that you read while 
standing in the characters’ footsteps. Project 
Bookmark Canada is the only national, site-
specific literary exhibit in the world. It’s a one-
of-a-kind Canadian innovation—a nation-wide 
trail of our country’s literature, so that you 
can read your way across Canada.

Where we stand, there is a story. 
And perhaps that is the simplest, 
and most privileged, definition 
of what a national literature is.

Anne Michaels, author,  
Fugitive Pieces and The Winter Vault 

Finding  
Our Place,  
Connecting 
Communities
Project Bookmark Canada is a permanent 
promotion for CanLit — and a means to 
build healthy and empathetic Canadian 
communities.

By putting stories in our spaces, Project 
Bookmark Canada engages Canadians with 
local literature. When these stories seem 
familiar, they make us feel recognized and 
understood. When they seem unfamiliar, they 
offer us new perspectives, and help us to 
understand each other better. 

Recent studies at Canadian universities have 
shown a direct link between reading fiction and 
building empathy. UNESCO says, “A literate 
community is a dynamic community, one 
that exchanges ideas and engages in debate.” 

Word by word and kilometre by kilometre, 
Project Bookmark Canada is enhancing reading 
culture in Canada, strengthening our sense 
of ourselves and using literature to link local 
communities to nation-wide conversations. 
Project Bookmark Canada is made possible 
by a network of generous volunteers, donors, 
partners and supporters.

Location-based writing and the idea 
of taking inspiration for writing from 
the landscape that surrounds us 
has captured the imagination of my 
students in a way that a traditional 
“chalk and talk” lecture cannot. 

Kimberly Snider,  
Rosedale Heights School Teacher

Volunteer researchers in all provinces 
and territories are combing Canadian 
collections for potential passages and sites 
for Bookmarks. Reading Circles, library 
patrons, poetry and fiction fans, are 
reading and submitting their passages at 
projectbookmarkcanada.ca/mybookmark.

Students suggest selections from children’s 
literature; teachers use local and future 
Bookmarks to create assignments in reading 
and writing. Project Bookmark Canada and 
the National Bookmark Advisory Committee, 
comprised of literary and publishing industry 
practitioners, select the final passages. 
Bookmarks chosen for installation are hosted 
every year by communities with provincial 
and city government engagement.

These huge steps in trail blazing would 
not be possible without the support of 
foundations, philanthropists, and individual 
Canadian readers.
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