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       A BOOKMARK FOR HALIFAX: HUGH MACLENNAN’S BAROMETER RISING 
 

Toronto, ON – Project Bookmark Canada Board President Don Oravec, in partnership with Parks 
Canada Mainland Nova Scotia, is pleased to announce an inaugural Bookmark for Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
The Bookmark is for a passage from Hugh MacLennan’s first novel, Barometer Rising, a compelling 
romance set against the horrors of wartime and the catastrophic Halifax Explosion of December 6, 
1917. Oravec warmly invites everyone to attend the public event celebrating the book, first published 
by William Collins Sons & Co. in 1941, and by McClelland & Stewart, New Canadian Library, in 1989 
and 2007, honouring the 100th anniversary of the Halifax Explosion: “Join us, Parks Canada and our 
community partners, including our vibrant Halifax Reading Circle members, at the official launch of the 
plaques on Tuesday, December 5, 2 p.m., opposite the main entrance at the top of the Halifax Citadel 
National Historic Site, 5425 Sackville Street.” (ProjectBookmarkCanada.ca).   
   
“Canada’s national parks and historic sites enable Canadians to experience their rich history and 
heritage in a special way and Parks Canada is pleased to host this new bookmark on Barometer Rising. 
The Halifax Citadel National Historic Site still stands guard over the city below,” says Dr. Keith Mercer, 
Parks Canada Mainland Nova Scotia Cultural Resource Manager, “Just as it did 100 years ago at the 
time of the Halifax Explosion in 1917.”  
 
Philip J. Cercone, speaking for the Estate of Hugh MacLennan, McGill University, considers it an 
honour, but a solemn one, that Hugh MacLennan and his novel Barometer Rising will be 
commemorated for depicting one of the worst tragedies experienced in Canada. “To know that his 
work is indelibly associated with the Halifax of 1917, as well as today, is a testament not only to the 
lucidity of his writing but to the resilience of a city and country that remembers the importance of its 
past. His estate wishes to express both gratitude for this gracious acknowledgment and respect for all 
those who suffered from the events of 6 December.”  
   
In the novel, Penelope Wain believes that her lover, Neil Macrae, has been killed while serving overseas 
under her father. That he died apparently in disgrace does not alter her love for him, even though her 
father is insistent on his guilt. What neither Penelope or her father knows is that Neil is not dead, but 
has returned to Halifax to clear his name. A major 20th century Canadian author, Hugh MacLennan was 
born in Glace Bay, Nova Scotia, in 1907. His seven novels and many essays and travel books present a 
chronicle of Canada that often mediates between the old world of its European cultural heritage and 
the new world of American vitality and materialism. Among his many honours, he won five Governor 
General’s Awards. Hugh MacLennan died in Montréal in 1990. (PenguinRandomHouse.com). 
 
Founded by writer Miranda Hill in 2007, Project Bookmark Canada is a one-of-a-kind, Canadian cultural 
innovation. Though many countries have tangible tributes to literature and writers, no other initiative 

http://www.projectbookmarkcanada.ca/
http://www.penguinrandomhouse.com/books/105763/barometer-rising-by-hugh-maclennan/9780771034893/


 

 

in the world creates a permanent series of site-specific literary exhibits using text from imagined 
stories that take place in real locations.  
 
The ‘CanLit Trail’ connects readers to writers of fiction and poetry set in exact locations in Canada. 
Hugh MacLennan’s Halifax Bookmark joins 17 other Bookmarks currently on the Canadian Literary 
Trail, and others in development: Wayson Choy – Vancouver, BC; Carol Shields – Winnipeg, MB; 
Rachel Preston, John Terpstra – Hamilton, ON; Ken Babstock, Dennis Lee, Anne Michaels, Michael 
Ondaatje – Toronto, ON; Bronwen Wallace – Kingston, ON; Sylvia Maultash Warsh – Midland, ON; 
Jeff Latosik – Mississauga, ON; Lawrence Hill – Oakville, ON; Elizabeth Hay – Ottawa, ON; Terry Griggs 
– Owen Sound, ON; Sheree-Lee Olson – Port Colborne, ON; Alistair MacLeod - Port Hastings, Cape 
Breton Island, NS; and, Al Pittman – Woody Point, Gros Morne National Park, NL.  
 
The Canadian literary trail is made possible by a network of generous volunteers, donors, partners and 
supporters, including the Ontario Trillium Foundation, an Agency of the Government of Ontario.  
 
For more information, or to donate to the Bookmark for Barometer Rising, visit 
http://www.projectbookmarkcanada.ca/give.  
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